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CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMEN 27, 1986 : ,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESI %ﬁT
- THE SECRETA S
THE SECRETA) 'HE TREASURY
THE SECRETA EFENSE
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
" THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE .
THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
‘ , THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
N ' THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT
THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND CABINET SECRETARY
« THE
|
\
|

CHAIRMAN, OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS

THE

| THE \ _ »SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY
| THE ;

SUBJECT: » United St ch Strategy (U)

The President has signed the
" Directive on United States Sp

National Security Decision
tnch Strategy. (U)

.Alton G. Keel ' T

Attachment
NSDD 254

UNCLASSIFIED
CONFIDENTIAL/NOFORN ATTACH!
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1986

NATIONAL SECURITY DECISION
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 254

(u)

UNITED STATES SPACE L STRATEGY

Introduction

This directive establishes U.5. national policy for restoration of
the capability to launch satellites and missions into space to
support U.S. national security, civil, and commercial goals using
space., It is essential that U.S. space launch operations be
reconstituted as efficiently as possible consistent with available
funding and safety concerns; and that the reconstituted U.8. space
launch assets provide a balanced obust, flexible space launch
capability which can function i iy of fallures in any
single launch vehicle system, - to regularly
scheduled launch operations, . requirements, help
make up for lost launch opportu
leadership. (U)

This directive aﬁpersedes NS
include NSDDs 42, 80, 94, 144,
modified accordingly. (U) ‘

National Space Launch Capability

The U.S. national space launch at ty will be based on a

balanced mix of launchers, congisting of the Space Transportation
System (STS) and expendable launch vehicles (ELVs). The elements
of this mix will ba defined to best support the mission needs of
the national security, civil government and commaercial sectors of
U.S. space activities, Critical mission needs will be supported,
whenever necessary, by both the STS and ELVs so as to provide

added assurance that payloads can | unched regardleas of
specific launch vehicle availabi

a. National Security Space ' ortation. The national
security space sector wi us 2 ELVs as determined

by specific mission requirement critical payloads will
be designed for dual-compatih lity, capable of being
launched by either the STS or the E Provision will be made
for additional ELV launch faci ad’ to support the full
range of orbits required by th jacurity missions, (C)

Implementation: The De
procure additional ELVs to mainta alanced launch capability

and to provide access to space. ‘ D will implement procedures
to assure payload/launch vehicle compatibility and scheduling, and

of Defense (DOD) will
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maintain a launch capability for
Coast launch sites. DOD and
price for national securit

b. Civil Government
(Shuttla) capability to pr
exploited in those areas th
The STS fleet will maintain t|
critical programs requiring ma
capabilities. NASA will use the &
capabilities of the STS are requ
development programs. (U)

Implementation: NASA w procure STS structural spares
and other necessary lost equipment needed to sustain the existing
three-orbiter flaet and will do so in an expeditious and cost~
effaective manner. Funding for procurement of a replacement fourth
orbiter will begin in FY 1987 based on an OMB-approved program,
NASA will establish sustainable 8TS flight rates to provide for
Planning and budgeting of Government space programs. The _
recommendations of the President's Commission on the Space Shuttle
Challenger Accident will be congi a incorporated as
appropriate. The STS will be ph rom providing launch
services for commercial and foy that do not require a
manned presence or the uniqu £ the STS. NASA will
not maintain an ELV adjunct here is a need for
additional NASA capacity for go iches, then NASA is
authorized to contract for necess launch services, (U)

ation. The unique BTS
accass to space will be

=18 greatest national return.
on' apability to support

iIca and other unique STS
where the unique

support civil regearch and

c. Commercial s o
policy of exploitation o
are enunciated in NSDD 94, dated
and policies remain valid., (U)

Implementation: NASA s no longer provide launch
serviceg for commercial and foreign payloads unless those
spacecraft have unique, specific reasons to be launched aboard the
Shuttle. Those reasons are: the spacecraft must be man-tended or
the spacecraft is important for national security or foraeign
policy purposeas. Satellite manufacturers whose spacecraft do not
meet those criteria will be provided as realistic an appraisal as
possible by NASA of when they could-be. scheduled on the Shuttle

launch manifest prior to the 199% ‘eial contract mandatory
termination date. (U) ‘

The principles and
for commercial purposes
1983. Those principles
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